


BEST XMAS BUY FOR BOYS 


First ever, full-size book 
featuring BATTLER 
BRITTON, the famous 
land, sea and air ace of 
World War Il. Packed 
from cover to cover 
with picture-stories and 
stories to read. Special 
features include :— 

FAMOUS BATTLE 
PLANES, JET AGE 
PIONEERS, SUB- 
MARINE OF THE 
FUTURE, | DOUGLAS 
BADER ' AND THE 
SPITFIRE. 256 pages, 
vividly illustrated, full 
colour jacket. ORDER 
YOUR COPY NOW! 

















There were ino boun AT ALL NEWSAGENT’S 
CT pdms mae ~AND BOOKSTALLS 


s+no limits to his 





Price applies to U.K. only 6 |- 


BATTLER BRITTON 




















2 The Voice of the Guns 
ING COLUMNS’ OF TWENTY-FIVE POUNDERS RAN 


Coaprer 2 QPEN SIGHTS 
SHALL, ING SotuMns on TWENTY OVE POMNmER® NAN 


© He 

















ROMMEL'S FURY KNEW NO BOUNDS WHEN HE LEARNED THAT STILL MORE OF HIS 
P IE 'GIPSY GUNS', AS HE NAMED THE 25 -POUNDERS. 


SOS IN THREE DAYS WE LOSE 
TWENTY-THREE TANKS TO FOUR 





MISERABLE GIPSY GUNS / 
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THIS FLYING COLUMN 
MUST BE DESTROYED - 
AT ALL COSTS/S 
Novy GENTLEMEN: 
THis! 15 WHAT YOI 

SHARP LESSON. - ait 





Peeanenne BLISSFULLY UNAWARE OF THE PLANS THAT THE ‘DESERT FOX” 
FOR THEIR DESTRUCTION, THE JUBILANT BRITISH Sinan WERE REEPING A 





1S_WITH A SUPPLY TRUCK I7cowte OW ME LUCKY LA 
SOONER IT'S DONE he soon) 
GET YOUR MAIL 


1 BROUGHT UP 

A REPLACEMENT, 
SAR MAIO} 

LANCE-BOMBARD! 





‘SANDHURS 
THE LOTS 
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THE NEW ARRIVAL TIM LEASON-JOYCE, REDDENED AT THE DRIVER'S MOCKING, INTRODUCTION 
.. AND AT THE SMILE IT BROUGHT TO THE FACE OF SERGEANT-MAJOR RIDLEY. HE HAD 
ALREADY LEARNED THAT A PUBLIC-SCHOOL BACKGROUND. AN OXFORD ACCENT ANO A 
[DOUBLE -BARRELLEO NAME TOOK SOME LIVING DOWN WHEN YOU WERE IN THE RANKS. 


1 








( WELCOME TO THE DESERT.) 

( JOYCE? YOU'LL FIND IT 

(Ca Bir WARMER 
THAN ARROW,” 


(T'S LEASON = 
JOYCE, ACTUALLY, 
‘SIR... AND T WENT TO 
WINCHESTER. . 

NOT HARROW S 





[REUAPoP tian SEAT Nac _ | (RTARTET MOMENT, To Tho SAEED 
TOUCHY ABOUT HIS AITCHES A BORN PIs e 
TOUS APT AER OE oy 

ROD RE Ae See AN CUATIO, 
Ae eh ROM CoMMasioN AND 
ie ORO TREE Ne 


awe rpes uKe 
RIGHT. LEASON. JOYCE — whEREVER YOU ENE BES gi 
Went’ 15 ScnGOe- We ME Hane ; 
Brees oo ee POWER AND THeyiee 
mane 56 cer 


UTTLE HITLER'S 
YOuR KIT OFF AND | Uf > AT. ONCE, 
HELP UNLOAD , 5 
Twat TAUCK / 4 z 

ee 
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FED-FACED, 11M DOUBLED OVER TO WHERE THE GRIVNING GUNNERS WERE UNLOADING THE 
TEUEN {THEY Hab MEARD EVERYTHING AND THE NEW ARRIVAL RECEIVED A RIBALD 
GREETING. = 








WELCOME TO THE DE: >] \ SAY. OLD CMAP, 
(AE LORDS WE'D 
NOWN YOU WAS. 
COMING, WED "AVE 
BUSTEDS 








The | WOTCHER, ME OL? 
JOKERS GOT A SHOCKS | CHINAS ! PLEASED 
—— y TER MEETCHER! 
erat \) 
e ow! 
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THERE WAS A ROAR LIKE AN WHAT THE BLAZES ARE YOU PLAYING AT? 


ANGRY BULL AS THE SERGEANT: THERE’S-A WAR ON QUT HERE. . «IT'S NOT 
MAJOR CAME’ STRIDING OVER SOME OT.C. RAG /'D EXPECT AN N.C.O. 
TO ‘AVE MORE SENSES 











We WERE 

TAKING THE 

MICKEY A BIT, 
SIRS 











AS RIDLEY, STRODE AWAY, TIM GAZED AFTER HIM WITH 
BLAZING EYES .TO Wi IT SEEMED THAT THE 
SERGEANT -14AJOR HAD SEIZED A CHANCE TO 
HUMILIATE HIM RIGHT FROM THE START. 


DON'T WORRY, TIM 5 HE'S RIGHT TOO IN A WAY: 
/ 





2. . BILL RILEY'S THIS AIN'T A VERY HEALTHY 

BARK’S'“A LOT WORSE SPOT TO BE HANGING AROUND. 

THAN HIS-BITE IN FOR ANY LONGER THAN, 
~_WE CAN HELP. 


timers aun 
ISAT SBOYS 
[ino “hia ‘roa 
Invwwa 70 cove 
Te Bur aecKon 
wes corn 
[88 Ser 
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ee SUMNER, SPOKE TRUER, THAN WE REALISED FOR EVEN AT THAT MOMENT, THE POWERFUL 
GLASSES OF AN OFFICER INA PATROLLING GERMAN ARMOURED VEKICLE WERE BEING TRAINED ON 
Sti SMACL BRITISH FORCE © 





. A FLYI 
ti OF ThE ACeURSED 
IPSY. GUNS Pass WIKI EXACT 
TO 





‘SOON A POWERFUL FORCE OF HEAVY 
PANZERS WAS ROLLING RELENTLESSLY 
HOWARDS THE GUNNERS’ POST 
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WSO HAPPENED THAT HIGH ABOVE THE DESERT, 
WELLINGTON BOMBER WAS RETURNING FROM 4 
RAID ON BENGHAZI. (T'S CREW SPOTTED 
JGERMAN, ARMOUR - 





T3535) 





HEY,S LOOK AT THOSE 

TANKS THEY'RE UP TONG 

GOOD... BETTER TELL 
THE’ BROWN JOBS? 













AT EIGHTH ARMY Hoe 







THE FLYING COLUMN 
_ WE'VE GOT HERE 


| 
By einint / warn 
IY THE COLUMN. TO 

7 Pull OUT Richt 
AWAY... THEY 
WON'T STAND A 
CHANCE AGAINST 
FORCE LIKE THAT” 












TRE WARNING OF THE IMMINENT ATTACK 
WAS FLASHED TO THE FLYING COLUMM 






















--- voice of me Guns 


your Way. 
THeyae OUT FOR’ "youe 
BLOOD, YOU ARE : 
REPEAT. NOT. . “ro 
ENGAGE TH! 

sack MAMEDIATELY 


YOU WILL WITHORAW 
NOW . THAT'S 
AN ORDER 7 








BY THUNDER? THEY'VE 
US SURROUNDED 


COLUMN WAS BETWEEN THOSE 
STEEL JAWS... 
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EERE WAS NO TIME TO PREPARE DEFENSIVE POSITIONS. 
JAS THE GUNNERS UNLIMBERED THEIR GUNS, THE 

TANKS LUMBERED OVER THE CREST, SPITTING 

WHITE HOT DE: 
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[iN THE FIRST MOMENTS OF THE ACTION. DISASTER STRUCK 
f 7 a —_ 











A DIRECT HIT... 
See e> THE SKIPPER’ 
% HAD ITS 





SERSPANT-MAJOG BILL FIDLEY'S MOUTH SET UKE A | [NEARER NEARER THE GERMAN 
‘At rab 


iE AND THUNDERED. THEN. . 


OF 


Si 
FHEYVE KILLED THE) .- 
SKIPPER, LADS « 
BUT WELL MAKE 
"EM PAY? 
+ 
2 
ig Purp 
ie 
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("up THE FIRST FOUR TANKS WERE 
inerantty BLOTTED OUT IN SCARLET |} 














IFT AND DEADLY FIRE OF THE GUNNERS 
Iv STILL THE 


Tol 
GERMAN TANKS ROARED IN. 
GUNNERS WERE PAYING A. GRil 


Z, bal 


ou RIDLEY SEEMED ENDOWED WATE INEAIAUSTIONE 
STRENGTH. RACING FROM GUM TO GUN Wi 
Aaa itl Pines THE MOUNDED, DIRECTING 
ine. WAS EVERYWHERE AT ONCE / SUT 
SHELLS [WERE RUNNING LOW 
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‘ 


[EVEN IN THE HEAT AND SMOKE OF - 
BATTLE, THE HOSTILITY BETWEEN 
THE TWO FLARED AGAIN, 





WELL FIGHT. TO THE LAST BOUND 


ai, s SURRENDER 
iV BETTER (DEAS? 


WE'VE GOT: PLEN’ 
or Sone SHES LET, we 
COULD LAY DOWN A SMOKE 
SCREEN AND PULL QUT 
‘UNDER ITS COVER 
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BILL RIDLEY CURSED HIMSELF INWARDLY FOR FORGETTING THE SMOKE SWELLS EVERY TROOP 
ICARRIEO. . .HE WHEELED AND SNATCHED UP A MAP CASE . . - 


RIGHTS WELL LAY DOWN A SMOKE-SCREEN, AND AS SOON AS 1 GIVE THE WHAT HAPPENS 
DER TAREE GUNS WILL PULLOUT. 1M RELYING ON YOU TO . To None | 


EAD THEM BACK TO 
IGADE POSITION 








ew 





[SOON _A-DENSE WALL OF SMOKE LAY BETWEEN THE GUNS AND THE TANKS AND UNDER 
TS COVER, THREE OF THE TWENTY —FIVE POUNDERS WERE HASTILY LIMBERED UP. 
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EVERY TANK THAT VENTURED TO GRO} BUT INEVITABLY THE SMOKE BEGAN | 
FINE "THICK PALL OF SMOKE WAS A SITTING FO LET AND THE TANKS CLOSED 











OKE E 
HARGET FOR THE REMAINING GUN . IW GREEDILY FOR THE Kit 
SS 





ALLY, THEY HITCHED UP THE SUN 

WORKS FRANTICALLY THEY MATCH eae 

BrSeb Oven THe SAND “CHEATED OF THEM q 
THE GERMAN TANKS SENT A FURIOUS SALVO 


YOu ALL 
IGHT, 
‘SAR’MAJOR ? 
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[AS CLOUDS OF PAN-FILEED BLACKNESS CLAMPED DOWN ON BIL RIDLEVIS BRAIN, HE 
SiuMMONED “He LAST PESOURCES OF HIS EDONG. STRENGTH TO GASE- A. HOARSE COMMAND 
Ho. te DRIVER. 
LETS STOR AnD 
FA a DReseine Ov 
“tee WO 





KEEP GOING, 
KEEP GOING « 
BEARING SIX-FIVE. 
DEGREES FAN ORDER 
te DUNIRSTAN?. = 


WS 


Tic eEW SOURS IATER THE GUAD RACED] 
ane ae Gen Sh FORMA” LINES re 
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AEANWHILE, TIM LEASON- JOYCE 7 
REPORTED THE ACTION AT 
REGIMENTAL HO. 


| THE TANKS WERE ABOUT JUST WKAT YD. ‘ 
WAVE EXPECTED OF RIDLEY 
(THE REGIMENT'S LOST A FINE 
\\VSOLDIER. AND YOU'VE DONE 

| WELLIN YOUR FIRST 





{cri GOMEAROIER 


it | i 





WHEN CAN | GET ve SiR? 
TE GOT TO GET BACK i 
f GRANTED AN IMMEDIATE. 
POM DEE COMMISSION. WITH THE RANK. 
AS SCON: AS (OF LIEUTENANT . 
7 YOURE A Bir STRONCE! 
PVE BROUGHT SOM 





iS AWARDED THE O.C.M. AND 
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Giapter 2. QBSERVATION TEAM 














The Voice of the Guns 
TVE HEARD TWAT THE HUN'S BEEN 
PRETTY ACTIVE ROUND THIS AREA. . 
‘A BIT. OF SHOOTING 
PRACTICE THERE TM GIVING YOU. 
"FY TROOP, BY THE WAY. 





[AS A TROOP COMMANDER You 
MAINLY, OBSERVATION ORK OF COUR 





T_GOING TO GET A BIT OF, 
‘SHUT-EYE; WE START AT. FEST 


jenTING. te 
Jano Living, "ato Hi KonT HAND MAN OreRSW. GOOD LUCK, 
3 TO BE-THE ONE MAN IN THE ARMY “THAT. NE 1 tM EXPECTING GREAT 
FeOULD NOT STAND! "Yuine's PROM YOU. 
Pana 
See 


BALL _GROANED INWARDLY. AN OBSERVATION TEAM WAS 
AS CLOSE-KNIT AS, ANY FAMILY Fi EEPING 





1 CAN'T ASK HIM 
TO SHIFT LEASON-JOYCE 
JUST BECAUSE HE'S A 
PUBLIC-SCHOOLBOY / 








=O 
ws YOUr 





JAS BOMBARDIER TIM LEASON-JOVCE SPRANG. 
[TO ATTENTION, BILL MADE A ‘SUPREME EFFORT 
TRY TO BRIDGE THE GAP THAT LAY 
BETWEEN THEM. HE HELD OUT HIS HAND... 
BUT TIM'S FACE WAS A FROZEN MASK. HE 
REMAINED RIGIDLY AT ATTENTION . 
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EYAGTLY THIRTY WANUTES GLAD TO SEE, 
LATER, BILL: STRODE YOU. Back, 
OVER “TO WHERE THE IR 
OP TRUCK WAS DRAWN" 

UP. 








Vlad creen, 
SRS Se 


‘OUT ‘FROM. 
ENGLAND 








FoR PIES Cat aS SEED oe Or 
abo ATION’ OF THE OF. TRUCK. « » UNTIL HE SWITCHED ON TH 


(SORRY, SIR | MUST NAVE au 
HE DIAL ACCIDENTALLY? 














Wh net O71 Li = 
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BILL'S EVES BLAZED WITH GENUINE ANGER.IN A 
FIGHTING REGIMENT, IT WAS UNFORGIVABLE FOR’ 
JA RADIO. TO BE OFF ITS REGIMENTAL FREQUENCY. 




















LUMME . . . A COMMISSION SEEMS TO 
HAVE CHANGED HIM... WHE USED 
“TO BE ONE OF THE BEST 
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AT FIRST LIGHT NEXT MORNING, THE REGIMENT PREPARED TO 
IMOVE WESTWARDS IN SEARCH OF ACTION. 
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t 


TATE IN THE AFTERNOON, THE RADIO Tih DECOOE 

WTO URGENT LIFE 

SUNRAY TO Dogstar Toy 

Betsy 

ORDER: : 

over? ze? \. 
PAN 
+ ‘s GE 





¢ 












WITH A WAVE OF HIS ARM BILL SWUNG F'TROOP AWAY FROM THE MAIN BODY, SOUTHWARDS: 
WITH UNERRING JUDGMENT, HE LED THEM ACROSS THE TRACKLESS WASTE. THEN, JUST. 
BEFORE NIGHTFALL ~~ 















The Voic® of the Guiis 
Tiawes TO_BILUS UNCANNILY ACCURATE NAVIGATION, THE GUNS WERE IN POSITION AND 
THE 'O.?. ESTABLISHED SEFORE NIGHTFALL : 


WEVE GOT A GOOD VIEW OF THE TRACK FROM CONTACT. 
HERE WELL MAINTAIN A TWENTY-FOUR HOUR 
WATCH. COMMUNICATIONS, 












GOING. PUL TAKE 


FIRST SHIFT. 


OURING THE LONG HOURS OF THE NEXT | [FOR A MOMENT, TIM HESITATED. THEN HIS. 
DAY, THE TRACK WAS UNDER CONSTANT | | JAW TIGHTENED’ HE SEIZED THE FIELD 
OBSERVATION. BUT THERE WAS NO SIGN TELEPHONE. - 
OF LIFE-UNTIL' LATE AFTERNOON . TIM 

HAD JUST RELIEVED BILL. . - 


‘A TARGET AT LAST!) 
LOOKS “AS IF HE'S 
BROKEN: DOWN. . .WOHDER) 
Wf (SHOULD CALL 
RIDLEY, OR HAVE A 

GO' MYSELF? 














PLL SHOW HIM 
| CAN TAKE A 
SHOOT AS WELL 
AS HE CAN 


ren 
ER 
oN 
ON 

RR 
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TiM’S_ORDERS GALVANISED THE RIGHT RANGING,..SIK 
SUN CREWS INTO ACTION. == FIVE HUNDRED. 
& RES. 
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Fiz GERWAN TRUCK WAS CEASE FIRE 
was 


7 
T THE BLAZES ARE 





‘NSTANTLY REDUCED] 





STARE INTO TH 
EVES OF BILL RIDLEY 
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Pint CENT HELPED TO WIDE TWE RINT BETWEEN THE TWO. THE EVENING MEAL was | 
ATEN IN MOODY SILENCE” AMD Abr ATTEMPT TO BRIGHTEN THINGS UP BY JACKIE WE: 








PUT & SOCK IN 
THeT_AWFDL ROW, 


For PETE S/N 











ENT WORNING Th wad EXCMEDLY GeeETED | [WATCHED BY THE PUZTLED SiGNALLER, 

by Babees GREEN Wno Was TUNING HIS | Flim Sten Sckiseline HURRIEOLY As 

BEuovED RADIO. fie LISTENED TO THE GUTTURAL cEmueN, 
Voice y 










LISTEN BOMBARDIER_ . I'VE PICKED UP A WHATS HE SAVING? 


(USTROYTONE'AE ANG? WALE vaperen” | WHAT ISTHEOM WHATS HE SAYNGE) 
= atid 2th T'S A MESSAGE FROM & 
fi Bacabe ha. 
| (io sne ctor Oo 
Nee SENDING 
IN CLEARY J \ 


















YOU'D BLTTEF GET ON 
IT. WEY... GIVE ME 
WAT HEADSET 


QuICK ’ 
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[OR ARE YOU 


fiiwis eves GLEAMED AS THE MESSAGE 
‘TRYING TO PULL MY LEG? ANYWAY. . WHERE 
'DID_YOU LEARN GERMAN >. 


TOOK SHAPE. IT WAS AN ORDER TO 
MOVE... . AND THE NEW POSITION Was 
TO BE ONLY A FEW MILES FROM 'F" 





TROOP'S GUNS / “BREATHLESSLY, HE 

RACED UP TO WHERE BILL RIDLEY WAS WE JUST INTERCEPTED 

WATCHING THE ROAD. THIS MESSAGE, SiR 

= AND | LEARNED GERMAN 
‘AT WINCHESTER ? 





FOR A LONG MINUTE, RIDLEY WEIGHED THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MESSAGE... 
RIGHT. THIS 15 BIG 
ENOUGH TO CALL THE 
WHOLE REGIMENT ON. 
BUT IF IT ISNT THE, 
REAL MCCOY. 
YOULL Bie SORRY! 
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FIRE MOMENT THE MESSAGE WAS PASSED BACK TO THE REGIMENT ,F' TROOP OBSERVATION 
HOSED FORWARD IN SEARCH OF THE ENEMY. - 
SSS (ins 15 THE AREA. . AND NOT A JERRY IN 
SSS ee) 
UM THE BIGGEST FOOL FOR TAKING 
ICE OF YOU,BOMBARDIER/ 

















° WELL “TAKE A. 
CLOSER LOOKS 
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Sit BALTES WWE TRICK FOR A MOMENT. . AND THE DESERT AIR WAS FILLED WITH UE 
SULLEN ROAR OF ENGIN : - 
LISTEN TO THAT. . JERRY TRUCKS. LY MY YY 
Mica THE VRE NOT g GL 
ARER THEY'RE 
PROBABLY LEAGUERING ups 
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Fine TWO WEN CAUTIOUSLY CLAMBERED TO THE TOP OF THE SLOPE AND PEERED OVER 
of HALLOW DEPEESSION ON THE OTHER SIDE WAS SEETHING WITH 





y 

SIMINY! LOOKS LIKE & COMPLETE 

BRIGADE OF JERRY IMZANTRY. ../ 
"HE SORT OF TA\ a 

\, BLOKE DREAMS £EO. 








WOT VET. WEIL HOLD TY 
ALL THE RATE ARE W THE TRAP 





Fine STREAM OF INCOMING VERICLES BEGAN 
1O-THIN OUT. - .THEN BILL'S VOICE 
CRACKED THE ORDER LIKE-A WHIPLASH . — 


RIGHT 


arewexra. )\l] 
ire 


de 
SOs 
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GRE RANGING SHOT WAS ENOUGH... 














TENSELY THE TWO ARTILLERYMEN 
WAITED. ALREADY SOMETHING LIKE PANIC 
SERMANS 
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THAT TRUCKS 
PULL OF AMMUNITION 
«2PM HOT WAITING TO BE 
‘BLOWN To PIECES 








(You can't 
IT's 
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HE REGULAR TURNED SAVAGELY T y 
JON THE YOUNG BOMBARDIER. - « ren" 














= 
\ wee SI 
aS ~~ < SRA 
RESTANTLY, Tit BEGAN TO TRANSAT THE ORDER > 
BY A SUDDEN IDEA.» - es 
Ge 














LOOK, SIR. . .WE KNOW THE JERRY'S RADIO 
ERMA “ 








eo D) 
& yi) 
\ aK YY 
HMMS WE COULD TRY IT, 
1 SUPPOSE... BUT 1 DON'T 
BE TE 
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TUM SWIFTLY. TUNED: HIS RADIO TO THE Ef 1Y WAVELENGTH AND Py 
To" sORRENGER FOR LONG MINUTES THEY WarTe MSstesee 
TWISTED INA BITTER ORIN. 


SO MUCH FOR YOUR IDEA 
YOU. CAN'T FIGHT & 
WAR WITH KID. 
‘GLOVES ON. 














TW OBEDIENCE TO FURTHER ORDERS OVER THE WIRELE 
DOWN THEIR WEAPONS AND “THE BRITISH OFFICES AND THE BOMBARDIER STRODE FORWARD 
TO TAKE THE SURRENDER OF A COMPLETE BRIGADE - 


LISTEN, YOU SMART- ALEC PUPPY. . . 
HAD ABOUT ALL | CAN TAKE FROM YOU/) 
‘AS SOON AS WE'VE CLEARED THIS. 
LOT WE'LL TAKE OFF OUR TUNICS 
AND RANK BADGES AND HAVE 
IT OUT, MAN TO MAN I 
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BUT THE TWO MEN SOON FOUND THEMSELVES WITH SO) 
IMPORTANT TO THINK ABOUT THAN ‘I var QUAR 
‘A_JOLLY GOOD 
ACTION IN LIBYA RIDLEY « 

COMPLETE HUN BRIGADE 7 














[SEEMS BUS eOEN AS SUTTEN OFF MORE 
Thal CHEW" ‘30. NE" 
Fe THE GERM 


(= NORTH 
ING TO 
STOP THEM / PUL BACK | 
TO THE DELTA’ TOMORROW” 
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Chapter 5. QNe Must Die 








THE GUNNERS HANDED OVER THEIR PRISONERS AND MOVED BACK TO THE NILE DELTA 

ARE E THEY. FOUND THEMSELVES PART OF A MIXED FORCE... . ANZAC, BRITISH, 

THAT WAS TO RUSH TD THE AID OF A STRICKEN ALLY. GALLANT, PROVED 
BUT PATHETICALLY FEW IN NUMBERS / 


WHAT A WARS STRAIGHT FROM THE WHAT'S EATING YA. 
DESERT ON TO A SHIP. . .NOT ONE [1 SPORT? IN PEACE- 
BLOOMIN’ NIGHT In ALEX, “TIME, JOKERS: 
PAY For A cruise 
To Greece! 











IAS BILL RIDLEY WAS SUPERVISING THE LOAt 
GUNS, HE FELT A'TAP ON HIS SHOULDER 
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BILL_SWONG ROUND AND STARED IN THE HARD-BITTEN VETERAN EYED CLIFFE 
JAMAZEMENT. ..THE NEWCOMER WAS ARMED _| |SARDONICALLY.HE HAD MET SELF-STYLEO 
ro. THE TEETH, PDEATH-OR- GLORY’ TYPES BEFORE 


VM IM COMMAND. 
LUMME, YOU GOING TO TACKLE "GLAD TO WAVE YOU WITH US,CLIFFE 
THE WHOLE GERMAN ARMY ‘BUT YOU'LL BEA DARNED SIGHT MORE 
SINGLE~/ANOED? USE_TO ME IF YOU CONCENTRATE ON 
KEEPING THE GUNS IN ACTION. - 
AND FORGET ABOUT 
WINNING &V.C.f 


CLIFFE'S THE NAME, LADDIE 
7 LIEUTENANT IAN CLIFFE . SEEN POSTEL 
+1 "FY TROOP AS GUN POSITION OFFICER. 
THINK WE SHALL GET ANY HAND=TO = 
HAND FIGHTING 9 THAT'S WHY "| 


VOLUNTEERED FOR THIS SHOW / 





FOR THREE DAYS THE TROOPSHIP STEAMED UNMOLESTED, 
ACROSS THE MEDITERRANEAN .BUT WITH EACH TURN OF 
THE SHIPS" SCREWS, THE COMING VIOLENT CONFLICT 
LLOOMED LARGER IN“THE MIND OF EVERY MAN IN 

THE CONVOY. =| 








97 FORCE RECEIVED A DELIRIOUS WEICOME WI] 
7 


sre semnan” ) WU) 
mop 





U (ER: « .THANK YOU, 
7 (iss.iwnar's. SHE 
‘SAYING, 

‘BOMBAROIE! 





BUT FOR EVERY ONE ve 
KNOCK OUT, TWO MORE 
COME IN SAND | RECKON 
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FROM AN OBSERVATION POST WGH IN THE TOOK, SiR... THERE'S A LOT OF STUFF] 
MOUNTAINS. BILL RIDLEY AND TIM LEASON- JOYCE GOING’ DOWN THAT TRACK WHERE IT 
DIRECTED WE FIRE OF THE GUNS, AND WATCHED WINDS OUT OF OUR VIEW... . BUT 
EITTERLY: AS THE GERMAN BLITZKRIES MOVED. NOTHING COMES OUT AT THE OTHER 
RELENTESSLY FORWARD, END! THERE MUST BEA PRETTY BIG 
THE WHOLE AREA'S: CONCENTRATION DOWN THERES 
SWARMING WITH PERHAPS WE COULD... 
GERMANS”... AND. 
WE'RE LIMITED TO TEN WG ff 208 TRYING TO TEACH Me) 
ROUNDS PER DAY f : May JOB AGAIN, BOMBARDIER? 
WHAT CAN WE DO PD NOTICED IT, ALL RIGHT... 
WITH TEN 1M. GOING TO PUT OUT 'k 
2 —— FORWARD OBSERVATION 
POST AFTER DARK 
TONIGHT. 








[it StaRED HOTLY AT HIS OFFICER. RE HAD NEVER 
REALISED IT WAS POSSIBLE 70 NATE AND YET 
ADMIRE A RAB SO MUCH? 





COMMEND FOST 
ne WANT _ AN, 
OFFICER SENT UP 
FOR FORWARD 
OBSERVATION. » .OF 
COURSE | WANT Him 
RIgHT AWAY F 


THE BULLYING OAF 
«HOW, WAS | TO 

KNOW HE'D ALREADY 
SPOTTED ITf 











Guns 









ae The Voice of the 
OW THE 





MMM . «1 HOPE YOU'RE RIGHT. 
WELL, HERE'S THE FORM . AS. 
REPORTING, SOGN_AS IT’S DARK, YOU 
sig? 1 VOLUNTEERED ‘GO FORWARD. 
FOR THIS. 
‘SOUNDED “sist 
MY CUP OF TEA 





TWE VERY EDGE OF THE GERMAN POSITION... AMD ORDER GUNFIRE WHEN THE 
SLIGHTEST MISCALCULATION COULD BRING TiiE” SHELLS CRASHING DOWN ON HIMSELF. 


Re BILL EXPLAINED THE JOB, CLIFFE'S FACE OREW SLIGHTLY PALE HE MUST APPROACH TO 





1S THAT CLEAR, CLIFFE? 
REMEMBER, THE FIRE- ORDERS ER... 
YOU GIVE MIGHT MEAN THE TH. THANKS 
SMASHING OF THE GERMAN J VERY MUCH S 
ADVANCE ON THIS FRONTS 

GOOD LUCKS 


43 
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CLIFFE STUMBLED AWAY INTO THE NIGHT, AND THE OTHERS SETTLED TO WAIT UNEASILY FOR 
HIS FIRST SIGNAL. AFTER WHAT SEEMED ‘AN AGE, IT CAME. 
THEN START PASSING 
FIRE-O} 








IC. - CALLING 0. 


aS 


[ALONE IM THE DARKNESS CLIFFE'S BRAVADO | [WITH A SNARL OF DISGUST, RIDLEY THREW 
DESERTED HIM . . .AND NE BROKE COMPLETELY.| |OOWN THE HEADSET. FEAR HE COULD 
JUNDERSTAND . . . BUT BY HIS CODE THIS 
IT'S NO_ GOOD, RIDLEY... [WAS SHAMEFUL CORARDICE 
| CAN'T DOT. .. ‘QUE POT-HUNTING HERO'S LOST 
MIS NERVE /"M GOING OUT 7D GET 


f 
' CAN'T DO ity r ‘YOU'D BETTER COME WITH 
at ins MAN THE FORWARDS OP 











1¢ Voice of the Guns 


Fie TWO MELTED INTO THE DARKNESS Onc: 
MORE, TIM FOUND HIS DISLIKE OF RIDLEY 
ISWAMPED BY ADMIRATION OF THE MASTERLY 
WAY IN WHICH THE REGULAR LOCATE9 THE 


YrHar you, Riu! 
THANK HEAVENS 
HE SHOULO BE NEAR | YOU'VE COME ! 
THAT CAIRN. oF 
HE'S HAD ENOUGH 
‘SENSE TO STAY 
Pur! 


tT WAS TOO LATE NEXT MOMENT, THE DARKNESS WAS SPLIT BYA BLINDING BEAM OF 
‘AND A VICIOUS BURST OF SCHMEISSER FIRE RIPPED OVER THEIR HEAD: 


1 WOULD BE 

SUICIDE NOW, 

WAIT TILL | GIVE 
"THE WORD. 





The Voice of:the Guns 


[WITH CONTEMPTUOUS ARROGANCE, THE GERMAN PATROL DISARMED THI 
STHEM DOWN THE TRACK. 





"AS. WE KICKED YOU 
‘OUT OF FRANCES 





AS THEY WERE SHEPHERDED DOWN THE MOUNTAINSIDE, BILL MUTTERE! 





THE OTHERS, 


PM _SoING 
| :YOU.G0 JO NELE Me 








AEE, YARDS CARTIER OW Bit] 
GAVE A ‘CONVINCING STU 
AND THE OTHER TWO “GRABBED. 





The Voice of the Guns 


CLIFFE SNATCHED UPA FALLEN SCHMEISSER AND 

LTED LIKE A SCARED RABBIT FOR THE 
UNDERGROWTH, LEAVING THE OTHER TWO 
FIGHTING LIKE’ TIGERS. 


THE NEAREST GERMANS WERE DOWN 


JAND TIM AND BILL PLUNGED OFF THE 
TRACK AFTER CLIFFE. SUDDENLY... 


LIFE... 








48 The Voice of the Guns 
BEFORE WE COULD BE PREVENTED, 
GERMANS WHO WERE STRUGGLING 
N fu Wh a oaven't You Cat 
» j ingugn TROUBLES 
DB GET MOVING. 








[eur THE FOOLHARDY CLIFFE'S ACTION HAD DONE THE DAMAGE. AND A QUICK-wiTTEl 
GERMAN LOBBED-A GRENADE TOWARDS THE SPOT WHERE HE HAD SEEN THE GUN Fi 
3 ¥ FANQY 





AS THE STICK GRENADE FELL TOWA\ 


THREW HIMSELF HEADU 


FRO A NEARBY HOLM) 
{OUND HIS TEETH, 





50 The Voice of the Guns 
FE TWO LUCKLESS BRITISH OFFICERS WERE DRIVEN TOWARDS THE ENEMY COMMAND 
POST. . .AKD THE GERMANS WERE TAKING NO CHANCES WITH A SECOND ESCAPE BID. 


PD LIKE NOTHING BETTER. . .BUT 
IT'S TOO GOOD FOR THEM. THERE'S 
‘A GESTAPO SECURITY OFFICER f= 


SHOOT 
DOGS NOW / WE WILL MAKE THEM 
PAY ALL RIGHTS, 




















OF A FARMHOUSE WHICH WAS THE Gt 
ICOMMANIDANT?S H.G.. A PRUSSIAN -LOOKING COLON! 


WERE PRODDED INTO THE KITCHEN, 
THE PRISONERS we i 
JQUESTIONED THEM «~~ 





Two ENCLISN PRISONERS, KERR 
(COLONEL F DURING AN ATTEMPT AT ESCAPE) 
THEY. SHOT ONE OF MY MEN 
IN COLD BLOOD / 


T'S THE DUTY OF 
(EVERY PRISONER. TO ATTEMPT. 
TO ESCAPE, SIRS 








The Voice of the Guns’ Sf 


THE COLOWEL'S COLD GREY EYES RAKED BILL BIT HIS LIP FOR WE KNEW THAT THE 
LL RIDLEY CONTEMPTUOUSLY. ISHOOTING , F NOT IN COLD BLOOD, HAD 

BEEN COMPLETELY NEEDLESS . THEN, AT 

AND TO MURDER | |THE COLONEL’S NEXT WORDS, HIS EVES 

His GuaRos? 1s. | [WIDENED . . 

THAT PART OF 
THE ENGLISH EVEN IF YOU HAD SUCCEEDED IN ESCAPING, 


‘SOLDIER'S DUTY ? 
ONLY / FOR THE WHOLE BRITISH ARMY 











WITH ARROGANT SELF-CONFIDENCE, THE GERMAN HAD NO HESITATION IN TELLING THE 
TWO PRISONERS OF THE FATE THAT AWAITED THE BRITISH ARMY. § 2/7 MMMOT 7] 


oe 
S NM 70%, 00 vou Twn we wave BEEN 
UME concevetnderina nuts hen? we 

Sie BRITISH. Ane _FeitTING FOR THER 

UVES HERE WE snatt TRUST GOWN 
TikoUGH THE NEAT VALLEY AND 
SOMROUND THEM. COMPLETELY. 


Soop Grier! 
THEY COULD "DO 
17,700 7 














att Voice of the Guns, 
[THE GESTAPO SECURITY. I 


‘STEPPI 
FORWARD. NiTH INGOLENT AUTHORITY + 


ARMY, /S 
KEEPS TO He gules Sr 
WARS 








[THE GESTAPO MAN'S FACE DARKENED AT THE SNUB. BUT HE WAS DETERMINED TO EXTRACT 
SOME SADISTIC PLEASURE FROM THE PRISONERS. 
a 


ONLy ONE OF THEM COMMITTED. ThE 
5S ONLY ONE OF THEM 
* Side PAY FOR IV? 


AM, YES. . IT WILL BE 
INTERESTING “TO FIND OUT 

WHICH OF THEM Tr WAS. 1 Witt. 
CONDUCT THE GUESTIONING 7, 


The Voice of the Guns 





T HAVE AN IDEA. THE STUPID ENGLANDERS: 
RSETRAY EACH OTHER OF COURSE - 30 
LET. THE TWO PRISONERS DECIDE WHICH OF 
JO DIE AT DAWN! THEY SHOULD HAVE 7 
LOVABLE NIGHT! ANY OBJECTIONS, (< 
EL? 








THE TWO PRISONERS WERE THRUST INTO A TINY, 
ROOM. AS HE LEFT, THE GESTA 
IAN THREW THEM A PARTING SNEER. 


IF YOu CANNOT PERSUADE 

MURDERER TO ADMIT 
HIS GUILT, | sUseEST 
YOu TOSS’ FOR IT. SLEEP 
WELLL. GENTLEMEN f 


JOTHER BLANKLY. 


WELL, IT LOOKS LiKE 
curs 


INS FOR ONE 
CHUM! 














Sad The Voice of the Guns 
HYSTERICALLY, CLIFFE CLUTCHED AY THE LAPELS OF BULL'S BATTLE DRESS. 


{KNOW WHAT YOU'RE THINKING 
MY FAULT AND I'LL HAVE TO 
WON! 











GET A GRIP 





TH 


BLL SHOOK 
A. CHILD AND CLIFFE COLLAPSED ON TO THE 
BENCH; HIS SHOULDERS HEAVING WITH SHUDOERING 


(OF COURSE IT's ALL 
iT. BUT. 


The Voice of the Guns 


THERE WAS PITY IN BILL'S EVES AS HE GROPED | [THE COWARD LEAPED To His FEET. 
FOR THE WORDS WHICH WOULD EXPLAIN TO JHIS FACE AN AGONISED MASK OF FEAR, 
CLIFFE WHY HE HAD TO DIE, 

YOU CAN'T SEND ME TO DIE, RIDLEY! 
YOU HEARD WHAT THAT HUN COLONEL saip ABOUT | [I'VE GOT A WIFE AND CHILD. . . AND 
SURROUNDING THE BRITISH ARMY? WHICHEVER | | YOURE SINGLE. FOR MY FAMILY’S 
OF US IS LEFT ALIVE HAS SOMEHOW GOT TO ‘SAKE... THINK OF THEM 
ESCAPE... .AND GET THAT GEN BACK! AND 
| KNOW ‘YOU AREN'T MAN ENOUGH 

TO DO IT, CLIFFES 














THAT GESTAPO BLOKE 

‘CERTAINLY KNOWS REFINED 
WAYS OF TORTURE. 
"WHAT A MESS” 


ALL RIGHT, CLIFFE . . «LEAVE ME 
‘ALONE. «I'VE ‘GOT TO WORK THIS OUTS 








RESTLED_WiTH THE TOUGHEST PROBLEM A MAN GOULD HAVE. 
iS MicrrARY’ BI x "APE AND GET THROUGH THE 


TW MENTAL AGONY, 
HEMNEW IT WAS WIS MILITARY DUTY TO REMAIN ALIVE , ESC/ 


INES WITH HIS VITAL NEWS - - - BUT. 6 » 





1 CAN'T. DO 
Wee et CAN'T 
SONDEMN HIM, 
JO DEATHS BUT 
hE 1 DON'T: THE 
ENTIRE BRITISH 
ARMY'S DOOMEDS 





bi The Voice of the Guns 
Chapter 4 GUNFIRE TARGET 


TYAEANWHLE, TM LEASON- 
CE HAD’ MANAGED TO. 
VADE HIS. HUNTERS. 











ave OLD GREEN PEASANTS EVES Ur WHEN WE 1SED THAT TIM WAS BRITISH, AND WE 
|SLADLY AGREED TO HELP HIM. KE AT THE HATED GERMAN INVADER! 








iS NOTHING! 71 
LOOSE WHEN You HAVE Fr 
SHE WILL FIND HER. WAY. HOME. f 








The Voice of the Guns. 7 


WITH HIS RADIO SAFELY HIDDEN BENEATH THE BRUSHWOOD ON THE DONKEY. TIM BOLDLY SET 
OFF TOWARDS THE GERMAN AREA. THEN HIS HEART MISSED A BEAT AS HE HEARD THE CLICK 
GF A,RIFLE BOLT: TWO HELMETED GERMANS. STERPED FROM THE SHADOWS AT THE 














[QUST WHAT WE NEED FOR THE 1 AM SORRY, 1 WAS ORDERED TO MP ACH... uust 
BUARDROOM... & LOAD OF COLLECT THIS FOR YOUR ‘OUR LUCKY ON 
FIREWOOD? COMMANOANT'S FIRES YOUR WAY, 

bh Scum 7) 








INA GROVE OF OLIVES NEAR THE FARMHOUSE WHICH WAS THE GERMAN HQ., TIM 
SeTHERED THE DONKEY AND INCHED HIS WAY FORWARD. HE SAW A SENTRY PACING TO. 
JAND FRO OUTSIDE A BARRED WINDOW. . .AND INSIDE, BY THE FEEGLE GLEAM OF AN Olt 
AMP, RECOGNISED ‘THE HAGGARD FEATURES OF RIDLEY? 


‘SO THAT'S WH 
ARE. . .WAITING FOR A 
FIRING SQUAD»! EXPECT.1'LL 
NEVER BE AGLE TO RUSH THAT 
‘GUARD ACROSS THE OPEN 
‘SPACE ANO SY THE SOUNDS 
‘OF IT THE GUARDROOM IS 
JUST_AROUND THE 
CORNER « 











a 






The Voice of the Guns 





Gy THE LIGHT OF THE MOON, THE BOMGARDIER 
BEGAN TO PIN-POINT ON HIS MAP THE EXACT 
POSITION OF THE FARMHOUSE... 


“THERE IS ONLY ONE THING FoR 

ITE TLL LAY ON A SHOOT FOR 

‘A DIRECT MIT ON THE PLACE... 

freMAy WELL KILL THEM 

30TH — BUT IT IS THEIR 

© ONLY CHANCE OF 
ESCAPE J 





ME SWITCHED ON HIS SET AND IN A VOICE 
THAT WAS LITTLE MORE THAN A WHISPER, 


PIN-POINT. 
TARGET 
POSITION - 





AFTER WHAT SEEMED AN AGE TO TIM, THE LACONIG WORD “SHOT!” CAME OVER THE AIR 
Ae WAITED BREATHLESSLY FOR THE SHELL TO LAND. UNLESS IT DROPPED REASOMABLY CLOSE, 


HE WOULD HAVE NO MEANS OF CORRECTING THE RANGE . THERE WAS A SHRIEK AND AN 
EAR-SPLITTING ROAR «+ 


RAISE ANGLE OF 
SIGHT FIVE 
Minvress 
Wee? 





The Voice of the Guns cy 


THE NEXT SHELL CRASHED HOME ON THE FARMHOUSE. THE WALL SEEMED TO HEAVE. . . 
THEN CRACKED AND FELL . OUT STAGGERED TWO DUST-COVERED, CHOKING FIGURES . .’. 





RIDLEY. 
CLIFFE 
THIS WAYS 





LEASON- JOYCE. - - 
HOW OID YOU . 








HAT OUGHT. TO. 
KEEP THE JERRIES' 
‘Bown 


HEADS 


SUDDENLY THEIR HOPES WERE DASHED . AHEAD, THE ROAD FELL AWAY INTO A 
RAVINE ON ONE SIDE_WITH AN UNCLIMBABLE CLIFF-FACE ON THE OTHER. 4N ARMED 
ISENTRY PACED ALERTLY IN THE ROADWA\ 


‘THAT'S TORN IT. \ 
PMB How Ave We CONS, 
Seat cer Past. 
a ine 





The Voice of the Gins 


BILLAND TIM LOOKED AT THE VOUNG OFFICER IN SURPRISE. THERE. WAS A NEW. 
ICONFIDENCE AND STEADINESS IN CLIFFE'S MANNER. GONE WAS THE SWAGGERING. 
BRAVADO . . . GONE, TOO, WAS THE PITIFUL COWARDS IN SOME STRANGE WAY, 
LIEUTENANT CLIFFE"HAD FOUND HIS MANHOOD 


VE DONE & BIT OF DEER- STALKING 
CAN CREEP ALONG THIS DITCH 
AND “TAKE CARE OF HIM! 


'YE-ES... 
‘THIS TIME’ i 
BELIEVE You. 
‘GOOD LUCK, 
CuFFES 


ERTHLESSLY TRE TWO WATCHED CLIFTE 
SOUNOLESSLY IALLow bite 


BEATS MES YOU 
CAN NEVER TELL 
WHAT MAKES A 

BLOKE TICKS 





a2 The Voice of the Guns 








ci 
ANOTHER YARD ONLY TO FALL AT THE 
ISERMAN'S FEET. GATHERING His EBBING 
STRENGTH FO} 


The Voice of the Guns 


THE TWO MEN ROSE TO THEIR FEET AND STOOD FOR A MOMENT IN SHEN TRIGUTE 
[THEN THEY STARTED ON THE LAST WEARY MILE TO THE BRITISH LINES . « FREDO! 








SILL RIDLEY MADE HIS REPORT TO THE Dive 
HASTILY GIVEN TO COUNTERACT T= GERMAN THREAT. 





RIDLEY. . .You've 








AS THE BRIGADIER MOVED 7a PROUD,TO) 

Jawav, THe REGULAR AND THE Toner) 

JpuBLic ScuOLBOY TURNED Baht A 
Ree, MAN TO 


IMAN 2) RECKON } 
We Have, Tin 


















ate "Agency Us 
(yasslaal, Messe, Kiagetoas Lede Wan Piorowa’ Lissane a 351d subject ¢9 ths following caeaitioan, tat tt val a 
‘Sisbout ths srittoa consent of tho Pudtiahece heat given, bp lout eaold, bled out oc olbcrwrea damponod ot by way of Trad 
Eesepi at te full etait peice ha shown on tho gorars aad Uae W sual aol bs loa, rowald, hired out oe otiorwla: dspoved ot 
i a mstilated consitioa, or ta any unauthorised Gores UP way ot Trada? Or sllzod to of aa act Ol aay Dablicaia 
Sfrortiaing, htecary or pictorial caattor wlatevaret, o/tey 





















ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION ... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 77—TIDE OF WAR 





No. 78—ACES HIGH 





















With the Japanese pursuing cnem 
vengefully, the two naval officers— crews—specially seletced for a, des- 
one a prisoner, the other his escort— _perate, vital operation But each of 
had little time'to think of the strange those men had a weakness known-enly_ 
situation in which they found to himself, a weakness that was to 
themselves. cost them dearly. 


tuey were the pick of the bomber 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 76—THEY SHALL NOT DIE 

Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 

January 2nd, are :— 


No. 80—BANZAI! No. 82—FLOATING COFFINS 
No. 8I—HELL’S MOUTH No. 83—McMAIN’S MARAUDERS 





Dramatic 
All Action 
War Stories 


WAR PICTURE LIBRARY every month 
for one year is an ideal gift for Christmas 
and birthdays, and also as a present for 
overseas friends. The current annual sub- 
scription rates are, Home £3, Overseas 
£2 18s. and Canada £2 18s. 

You can arrange a subscription by filling 
in the form below and sending it to the 
Subscription Department, Fleetway House, 
Farringdon Street, E.C.4, or by giving it 
to your local newsagent. 

If you wish, an attractive card can be sent 
with the first gift Issue, giving your name. 








wh you please send WAR PICTURE LIBRARY for} 
‘wel¥ months to ! 


Mra Mesa Miss 





Paid by é 
Mra, Mri. Miss 





Cheque _ for € ee 
Postal Order 
Gift Card Yes 


No 





An exciting gift that lasts 
the whole year through... 


(Please use block letters) 





WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 





